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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-27 have been examined in response to application filed 09/26/2003. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

2. Claims 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Jason M. Nash (PG Publication US 2001/0021994 A1), hereinafter "Nash". 

As to claim 21 , Nash teaches a method of operating a system supporting the 
automatic selection of media according to a user profile (page 1 paragraphs [0004] 
[0020]), the method comprising: receiving a user profile from a user; automatically 
selecting media according to the user profile (page 2 paragraph [0019]); 
communicating to the user information identifying the media (page 2 paragraph [0019], 
transmitting apparatus; receiving a request from the user for at least a portion of the 
identified media (page 2 paragraph [0019], receiving device); and coordinating the 
delivery of at least a portion of the identified media from a source to the user for 
consumption (page 2 paragraph [0019]).. 

As to claim 22, Nash teaches wherein the user profile comprises at least one of 



Application/Control Number: 10/672,251 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2176 

a user interest, an age, a hobby, a gender, a viewing history, a genre, a media 
type, a media format, a media quality, a time, and user selected media (page 2 
paragraph [0019]). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention, is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Jason M. Nash (PG Publication US 2001/0021994 A1) in view of Bin Lu (US Patent 
7065778 B1), hereinafter "Lu". 

As to claim 1 , Nash discloses a system supporting the automatic selection of 
media (advertisements) according to a user profile (page 1 paragraphs [0004] [0020]), 
the system comprising: 

a television display to support the consumption of media (page 1 paragraph 
[0020]; 
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a user interface accessible via the television display, the user interface displaying 
at least one media channel comprising rnedia available for consumption (page 2 
paragraph [0021], page 5 paragraph [0056], Figure 4); 

a storage (memory) that stores media (page 1 paragraph [0005]), the storage 
communicatively coupled to the television display (Figure 1). Nash also teaches a user 
identifier (page 3 paragraph [0024]). 

However, Nash does not teach the storage having an associated network 
address and server software that receives a request identifying at least one of the 
associated network address and a user identifier, and responds by automatically 
selecting media according to a user profile, the user profile corresponding to at least 
one of the associated network address and a user identifier, and delivering to the 
storage, via a communication network, information identifying the selected media, the 
information for incorporation into the user interface. Lu teaches server software (Figure 
3 reference character 304, EPG Server) that receives a request identifying at least one 
of the associated network address and delivering to the storage (column 10 lines 5-22), 
via a communication network (Internet, Figure 3 reference character 302), information 
identifying the selected media (column 10 lines 10-15). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have combined the selection of media according to a user profile of Nash with 
the system of providing media from remote location to a viewer of Lu to enable 
television viewers to receive desired television programming which is broadcast in 



Application/Control Number: 10/672,251 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2176 

remote locations throughout the world, which in return would supply more information 
to advertisers for selecting appropriate advertisements based on the users profile. 

As to claim 2, Lu teaches wherein the associated network address is one of an 
Internet protocol (IP) address, a media access control (MAC) address, and an 
electronic serial number (ESN) (column 10 lines 10-15, IP address). 

As to claim 3, Lu teaches wherein the communication network comprises at least 
one of a cable infrastmcture, a satellite network infrastructure, a digital subscriber line 
(DSL) infrastructure, an Internet infrastructure, an intranet infrastructure, a wired 
infrastructure, and a wireless infrastructure (column 7 lines 1-8). 

As to claim 4, Lu teaches wherein the communication network is the Internet 
(column 7 lines 1-8). 

As to claim 5, Lu teaches wherein the selected media comprises at least one of 
audio, a still image, video, and data (column 7 lines 25-28). 

As to claim 6, Lu teaches wherein the selected media comprises real-time video 
(column 6 lines 50-53, column 7 lines 25-28). 
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As to claim 7, Li teaches wherein consumption comprises at least one of playing 
audio, displaying a still image, displaying video, and displaying data (column 7 lines 25- 
28). 

As to claim 8, Nash teaches wherein the user profile corresponds to an individual 
user (page 3 paragraph [0024]). 

As to claim 9, Nash teaches wherein the user profile comprises at least one of a 
user interest, an age, a hobby, a gender, a viewing history, a genre, a media type, a 
media format, a media quality, a time, and a media selection (page 2 paragraph [0019], 
monitoring viewing habits). 

As to claim 10, Nash teaches a system supporting the automatic selection of 
media according to a user profile (page 1 paragraphs [0004] [0020]), the system 
comprising: a user interface displaying at least one media channel comprising media 
available for consumption (page 2 paragraph [0021], page 5 paragraph [0056], Figure 
4); and a storage (memory) that stores media (page 1 paragraph [0005]). Nash does 
not teach the storage having an associated network address; and server software that 
automatically selects media according to a user profile, and delivers to the storage, via 
a communication network, information identifying the selected media, the information 
for incorporation into the user interface. Lu teaches storage having an associated 
network address (column 10 lines 5-22), delivering media to the storage via a 
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communication network ((Internet, Figure 3 reference character 302), information 
identifying the selected media (column 10 lines 10-15). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have combined the selection of media according to a user profile of Nash with 
the system of providing media from remote location to a viewer of Lu to enable 
television viewers to receive desired television programming which is broadcast in 
remote locations throughout the world, which in return would supply more information 
to advertisers for selecting appropriate advertisements based on the users profile. 

As to claim 1 1 , Lu teaches wherein the media comprises at least one of audio, a 
still Image, video, and data (column 7 lines 25-28). 

As to claim 12, Lu teaches wherein the media comprises real-time video (column 
6 lines 50-53, column 7 lines 25-28). 

As to claim 13, Lu teaches wherein the network address is one of an Internet 
protocol (IP) address, a media access control (MAC) address, and an electronic serial 
number (ESN) (column 10 lines 10-15, IP address). 

As to claim 14, Lu teaches wherein consumption comprises at least one of 
playing audio, displaying a still image, displaying video, and displaying data (column 7 
lines 25-28). 
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As to claim 1 5, wherein the communication network comprises at least one of a 
cable infrastructure, a satellite network infrastructure, a digital subscriber line (DSL) 
infrastructure, an Internet infrastructure, an intranet infrastructure, a wired 
infrastructure, and a wireless infrastructure (column 7 lines 1-8). 

As to claim 16, Lu teaches wherein the communication network is the Internet 
(column 7 lines 1-8). 

As to claim 17, Nash teaches wherein the user profile comprises at least one of a 
user interest, an age, a hobby, a gender, a viewing history, a genre, a media type, a 
media format, a media quality, a time, and user selected media (page 2 paragraph 
[001 9], monitoring viewing habits). 

As to claim 18, Lu teaches wherein the server software supports anonymous 
media exchange (column 6 lines 33-61). 

As to claim 19, Lu teaches wherein the server software coordinates the delivery 
of the selected media to the storage (column 6 lines 54-58). 

As to claim 20, Lu teaches wherein the server software is at a location separate 
from the storage (column 7 lines 20-24, Figure 3). 
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As to claim 23, note the discussion above, Nash teaches the method claim 21. 
However Nash does not teach wherein the media comprises at least one of audio, a 
still image, video, real-time video, and data. Lu teaches wherein the media comprises 
at least one of audio, a still image, video, real-time video, and data (column 7 lines 25- 
28). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have combined the method of Nash with the details of the data of Lu to allow 
for diverse media and not to limit the display of media to the user. 

As to claim 24, note the discussion above, Nash teaches the method of claim 21. 
Nash does not teach wherein the consumption comprises at least one of playing audio, 
displaying a still image, displaying video, and displaying data. Lu teaches wherein the 
consumption comprises at least one of playing audio, displaying a still image, 
displaying video, and displaying data (column 7 lines 25-28). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have combined the method of Nash with the details of the data of Lu to allow 
for diverse media and not to limit the display of media to the user. 

As to claim 25, note the discussion above, Nash teaches the method of claim 21. 
However, Nash does not teach wherein the delivery uses a communication network 
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comprising at least one of a cable infrastructure, a satellite network infrastructure, a 
digital subscriber line (DSL) infrastructure, an Internet infrastructure, an intranet 
infrastructure, a wired infrastructure, and a wireless infrastructure, Lu teaches wherein 
communication network comprises at least one of a cable infrastructure, a satellite 
network infrastructure, a digital subscriber line (DSL) infrastructure, an Internet 
infrastructure, an intranet infrastructure, a wired infrastructure, and a wireless 
infrastructure (column 7 lines 1-8). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have combined the method of Nash with the communication network of Lu to 
enable television viewers to receive desired television programming which is broadcast 
in remote locations throughout the world, which in return would supply more 
information to advertisers for selecting appropriate advertisements based on the users 
profile. 

As to claim 26, Lu teaches wherein the communication network is the Internet 
(column 7 lines 1-8). 

As to claim 27, note the discussion above, Nash teaches the method of claim 21 . 
Nash does not teach wherein the user is unknown to the source. Lu teaches wherein 
the user is unknown to the source (column 6 lines 33-61 ). 
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It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have combined the method of Nash with the flexibility of Lu to allow access to 
multiple sources without providing user information. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record on Form PTO 892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrea N. Long whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1055. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Thurs 7:30 am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Heather Herndon can be reached on 571-272-4136. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-difect.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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